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ELIZE BUTLER 

PROFESSION:   Palaeontologist 

YEARS’ EXPERIENCE:  26 years in Palaeontology 

  

EDUCATION:    B.Sc Botany and Zoology, 1988 

     University of the Orange Free State  

 

     B.Sc (Hons) Zoology, 1991 

     University of the Orange Free State 

 

     Management Course, 1991 

     University of the Orange Free State 

      

M. Sc. Cum laude (Zoology), 2009  

University of the Free State 

 

Dissertation title: The postcranial skeleton of the Early Triassic non-mammalian Cynodont Galesaurus 

planiceps: implications for biology and lifestyle 

 

Registered as a PhD fellow at the Zoology Department of the UFS    

     2013 to current  

Dissertation title: A new gorgonopsian from the uppermost Daptocephalus Assemblage Zone, in the 

Karoo Basin of South Africa 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Palaeontological Society of South Africa (PSSA)  2006-currently 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Part time Laboratory assistant Department of Zoology & Entomology 

University of the Free State Zoology 1989-

1992 

 

Part time laboratory assistant    Department of Virology 

University of the Free State Zoology 1992 

 

Research Assistant National Museum, Bloemfontein 1993 – 1997 

 

Principal Research Assistant    National Museum, Bloemfontein  



and Collection Manager     1998–currently 

 

 

TECHNICAL REPORTS 

Butler, E. 2014. Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the proposed upgrade of existing water 

supply infrastructure at Noupoort, Northern Cape Province. 2014. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological impact assessment of the proposed consolidation, re-division 

and development of 250 serviced erven in Nieu-Bethesda, Camdeboo local municipality, Eastern 

Cape. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological impact assessment of the proposed mixed land developments at 

Rooikraal 454, Vrede, Free State. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological exemption report of the proposed truck stop development at 

Palmiet 585, Vrede, Free State. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological impact assessment of the proposed Orange Grove 3500 

residential development, Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality East London, Eastern Cape. 

Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Gonubie residential 

development, Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality East London, Eastern Cape Province. 

Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Ficksburg raw water 

pipeline. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Heritage Impact Assessment report on the establishment of the 

65 mw Majuba Solar Photovoltaic facility and associated infrastructure on portion 1, 2 and 6 of the 

farm Witkoppies 81 HS, Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed township establishment on 

the remainder of portion 6 and 7 of the farm Sunnyside 2620, Bloemfontein, Mangaung metropolitan 

municipality, Free State, Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Woodhouse 1 photovoltaic 

solar energy facilities and associated infrastructure on the farm Woodhouse729, near Vryburg, 

North West Province. Bloemfontein. 



Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Woodhouse 2 photovoltaic 

solar energy facilities and associated infrastructure on the farm Woodhouse 729, near Vryburg, 

North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015.Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Orkney solar energy farm 

and associated infrastructure on the remaining extent of Portions 7 and 21 of the farm Wolvehuis 

114, near Orkney, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2015. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Spectra foods broiler houses 

and abattoir on the farm Maiden Manor 170 and Ashby Manor 171, Lukhanji Municipality, 

Queenstown, Eastern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of the 150 MW 

Noupoort concentrated solar power facility and associated infrastructure on portion 1 and 4 of the 

farm Carolus Poort 167 and the remainder of Farm 207, near Noupoort, Northern Cape. Prepared 

for Savannah Environmental. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Woodhouse 1 Photovoltaic 

Solar Energy facility and associated infrastructure on the farm Woodhouse 729, near Vryburg, North 

West Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Woodhouse 2 Photovoltaic 

Solar Energy facility and associated infrastructure on the farm Woodhouse 729, near Vryburg, North 

West Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Proposed 132kV overhead power line and switchyard station for the authorised 

Solis Power 1 CSP project near Upington, Northern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Senqu Pedestrian Bridges 

in Ward 5 of Senqu Local Municipality, Eastern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016.  Recommendation from further Palaeontological Studies: Proposed Construction 

of the Modderfontein Filling Station on Erf 28 Portion 30, Founders Hill, City Of Johannesburg, 

Gauteng Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016.  Recommendation from further Palaeontological Studies: Proposed Construction 

of the Modikwa Filling Station on a Portion of Portion 2 of Mooihoek 255 Kt, Greater Tubatse Local 

Municipality, Limpopo Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016.  Recommendation from further Palaeontological Studies: Proposed Construction 

of the Heidedal filling station on Erf 16603, Heidedal Extension 24, Mangaung Local Municipality, 

Bloemfontein, Free State Province. Bloemfontein. 



Butler, E. 2016.  Recommended Exemption from further Palaeontological studies: Proposed 

Construction of the Gunstfontein Switching Station, 132kv Overhead Power Line (Single Or Double 

Circuit) and ancillary infrastructure for the Gunstfontein Wind Farm Near Sutherland, Northern Cape 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Galla Hills Quarry on the 

remainder of the farm Roode Krantz 203, in the Lukhanji Municipality, division of Queenstown, 

Eastern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016. Chris Hani District Municipality Cluster 9 water backlog project phases 3a and 3b: 

Palaeontology inspection at Tsomo WTW. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of the 150 MW 

Noupoort concentrated solar power facility and associated infrastructure on portion 1 and 4 of the 

farm Carolus Poort 167 and the remainder of Farm 207, near Noupoort, Northern Cape. 

Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed upgrading of the main road 

MR450 (R335) from the Motherwell to Addo within the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality and 

Sunday’s river valley Local Municipality, Eastern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment construction of the proposed Metals 

Industrial Cluster and associated infrastructure near Kuruman, Northern Cape province. Savannaha 

South Africa. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the proposed construction of up to a 

132kv power line and associated infrastructure for the proposed Kalkaar Solar Thermal Power Plant 

near Kimberley, Free State and Northern Cape Provinces. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed development of two burrow 

pits (DR02625 and DR02614) in the Enoch Mgijima Municipality, Chris Hani District, Eastern Cape. 

 

Butler, E. 2016. Ezibeleni waste Buy-Back Centre (near Queenstown), Enoch Mgijima Local 

Municipality, Eastern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the proposed construction of two 5 Mw 

Solar Photovoltaic Power Plants on Farm Wildebeestkuil 59 and Farm Leeuwbosch 44, 

Leeudoringstad, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 



Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the proposed development of four 

Leeuwberg Wind farms and basic assessments for the associated grid connection near 

Loeriesfontein, Northern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological impact assessment for the proposed Aggeneys south prospecting 

right project, Northern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological impact assessment of the proposed Motuoane Ladysmith 

Exploration right application, Kwazulu Natal. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016. Palaeontological impact assessment for the proposed construction of two 5 MW 

solar photovoltaic power plants on farm Wildebeestkuil 59 and farm Leeuwbosch 44, 

Leeudoringstad, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2016: Palaeontological desktop assessment of the establishment of the proposed 

residential and mixed use development on the remainder of portion 7 and portion 898 of the farm 

Knopjeslaagte 385 Ir, located near Centurion within the Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality of 

Gauteng Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological impact assessment for the proposed development of a new 

cemetery, near Kathu, Gamagara local municipality and John Taolo Gaetsewe district municipality, 

Northern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment Of The Proposed Development Of The New 

Open Cast Mining Operations On The Remaining Portions Of 6, 7, 8 And 10 Of The Farm 

Kwaggafontein 8 In The Carolina Magisterial District, Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the Proposed Development of a 

Wastewater Treatment Works at Lanseria, Gauteng Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Scoping Report for the Proposed Construction of a Warehouse 

and Associated Infrastructure at Perseverance in Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape Province. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the Proposed Establishment of a Diesel 

Farm and a Haul Road for the Tshipi Borwa mine Near Hotazel, In the John Taolo Gaetsewe District 

Municipality in the Northern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the Proposed Changes to Operations 

at the UMK Mine near Hotazel, In the John Taolo Gaetsewe District Municipality in the Northern 

Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 



 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the Development of the Proposed 

Ventersburg Project-An Underground Mining Operation near Ventersburg and Henneman, Free 

State Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological desktop assessment of the proposed development of a 3000 

MW combined cycle gas turbine (CCGT) in Richards Bay, Kwazulu-Natal. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the Development of the Proposed 

Revalidation of the lapsed General Plans for Elliotdale, Mbhashe Local Municipality. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological assessment of the proposed development of a 3000 MW 

Combined Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) in Richards Bay, Kwazulu-Natal. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed development of the new 

open cast mining operations on the remaining portions of 6, 7, 8 and 10 of the farm Kwaggafontein 

8 10 in the Albert Luthuli Local Municipality, Gert Sibande District Municipality, Mpumalanga 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed mining of the farm Zandvoort 

10 in the Albert Luthuli Local Municipality, Gert Sibande District Municipality, Mpumalanga 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed Lanseria outfall sewer 

pipeline in Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed development of open pit 

mining at Pit 36W (New Pit) and 62E (Dishaba) Amandelbult Mine Complex, Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological impact assessment of the proposed development of the sport 

precinct and associated infrastructure at Merrifield Preparatory school and college, Amathole 

Municipality, East London. PGS Heritage. Bloemfontein.  

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological impact assessment of the proposed construction of the Lehae 

training and fire station, Lenasia, Gauteng Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed development of the new 

open cast mining operations of the Impunzi mine in the Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 



Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the construction of the proposed 

Viljoenskroon Munic 132 KV line, Vierfontein substation and related projects. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed rehabilitation of 5 

ownerless asbestos mines. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed development of the 

Lephalale coal and power project, Lephalale, Limpopo Province, Republic of South Africa. 

Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of a 132KV 

powerline from the Tweespruit distribution substation (in the Mantsopa local municipality) to the 

Driedorp rural substation (within the Naledi local municipality), Free State province. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed development of the new 

coal-fired power plant and associated infrastructure near Makhado, Limpopo Province. 

Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of a 

Photovoltaic Solar Power station near Collett substation, Middelberg, Eastern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the proposed township establishment of 

2000 residential sites with supporting amenities on a portion of farm 826 in Botshabelo West, 

Mangaung Metro, Free State Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed prospecting right project 

without bulk sampling, in the Koa Valley, Northern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed Aroams prospecting right 

project, without bulk sampling, near Aggeneys, Northern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Belvior aggregate quarry II 

on portion 7 of the farm Maidenhead 169, Enoch Mgijima Municipality, division of Queenstown, 

Eastern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017.  PIA site visit and report of the proposed Galla Hills Quarry on the remainder of 

the farm Roode Krantz 203, in the Lukhanji Municipality, division of Queenstown, Eastern Cape 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of Tina Falls 

Hydropower and associated power lines near Cumbu, Mthlontlo Local Municipality, Eastern Cape. 

Bloemfontein. 



 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed construction of the 

Mangaung Gariep Water Augmentation Project. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed Belvoir aggregate quarry II 

on portion 7 of the farm Maidenhead 169, Enoch Mgijima Municipality, division of Queenstown, 

Eastern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of the 

Melkspruit-Rouxville 132KV Power line. Bloemfontein. 

Butler, E. 2017 Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed development of a railway 

siding on a portion of portion 41 of the farm Rustfontein 109 is, Govan Mbeki local municipality, 

Gert Sibande district municipality, Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed consolidation of the 

proposed Ilima Colliery in the Albert Luthuli local municipality, Gert Sibande District Municipality, 

Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed extension of the Kareerand 

Tailings Storage Facility, associated borrow pits as well as a storm water drainage channel in the 

Vaal River near Stilfontein, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed construction of a filling 

station and associated facilities on the Erf 6279, district municipality of John Taolo Gaetsewe 

District, Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality Northern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed of the Lephalale Coal and 

Power Project, Lephalale, Limpopo Province, Republic of South Africa. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed Overvaal Trust PV Facility, 

Buffelspoort, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed development of the H2 

Energy Power Station and associated infrastructure on Portions 21; 22 And 23 of the farm 

Hartebeestspruit in the Thembisile Hani Local Municipality, Nkangala District near Kwamhlanga, 

Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed upgrade of the Sandriver 

Canal and Klippan Pump station in Welkom, Free State Province. Bloemfontein. 

 



Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed upgrade of the 132kv and 

11kv power line into a dual circuit above ground power line feeding into the Urania substation in 

Welkom, Free State Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed Swaziland-Mozambique 

border patrol road and Mozambique barrier structure. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed diamonds alluvial & 

diamonds general prospecting right application near Christiana on the remaining extent of portion 

1 of the farm Kaffraria 314, registration division HO, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

 Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed development of 

Wastewater Treatment Works on Hartebeesfontein, near Panbult, Mpumalanga. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2017. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed development of 

Wastewater Treatment Works on Rustplaas near Piet Retief, Mpumalanga. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Impact Assessment for the Proposed Landfill Site in Luckhoff, 

Letsemeng Local Municipality, Xhariep District, Free State. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed development of the new 

Mutsho coal-fired power plant and associated infrastructure near Makhado, Limpopo Province. 

Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the authorisation and amendment 

processes for Manangu mine near Delmas, Victor Khanye local municipality, Mpumalanga. 

Bloemfontein.  

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed Mashishing township 

establishment in Mashishing (Lydenburg), Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the Proposed Mlonzi Estate 

Development near Lusikisiki, Ngquza Hill Local Municipality, Eastern Cape. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Phase 1 Assessment of the proposed Swaziland-Mozambique 

border patrol road and Mozambique barrier structure. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed electricity expansion 

project and Sekgame Switching Station at the Sishen Mine, Northern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 



Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological field assessment of the proposed construction of the Zonnebloem 

Switching Station (132/22kV) and two loop-in loop-out power lines (132kV) in the Mpumalanga 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Field Assessment for the proposed re-alignment and de-

commisioning of the Firham-Platrand 88kv Powerline, near Standerton, Lekwa Local Municipality, 

Mpumalanga province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed Villa Rosa development In 

the Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality, East London. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological field Assessment of the proposed Villa Rosa development In the 

Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality, East London. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological desktop assessment of the proposed Mookodi – Mahikeng 400kV 

line, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the proposed Thornhill Housing Project, 

Ndlambe Municipality, Port Alfred, Eastern Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological desktop assessment of the proposed housing development on 

portion 237 of farm Hartebeestpoort 328. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological desktop assessment of the proposed New Age Chicken layer 

facility located on holding 75 Endicott near Springs in Gauteng. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018 Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the development of the proposed Leslie 

1 Mining Project near Leandra, Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological field assessment of the proposed development of the 

Wildealskloof mixed use development near Bloemfontein, Free State Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Field Assessment of the proposed Megamor Extension, East 

London. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed diamonds Alluvial & 

Diamonds General Prospecting Right Application near Christiana on the Remaining Extent of 

Portion 1 of the Farm Kaffraria 314, Registration Division HO, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 



Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of a new 11kV 

(1.3km) Power Line to supply electricity to a cell tower on farm 215 near Delportshoop in the 

Northern Cape.  Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Field Assessment of the proposed construction of a new 22 kV 

single wood pole structure power line to the proposed MTN tower, near Britstown, Northern Cape 

Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Exemption Letter for the proposed reclamation and reprocessing 

of the City Deep Dumps in Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Bloemfontein. 

 Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Exemption letter for the proposed reclamation and reprocessing 

of the City Deep Dumps and Rooikraal Tailings Facility in Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. 

Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Proposed Kalabasfontein Mine Extension project, near Bethal, Govan Mbeki District 

Municipality, Mpumalanga. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment for the development of the proposed Leslie 

1 Mining Project near Leandra, Mpumalanga Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop assessment of the Proposed New Age Chicken Layer 

Facility located on Holding 75 Endicott near Springs in Gauteng. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Desktop Assessment of the proposed Mookodi – Mahikeng 400kV 

Line, North West Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Proposed 325mw Rondekop Wind 

Energy Facility between Matjiesfontein and Sutherland in the Northern Cape Province. 

 

Butler, E. 2018. Palaeontological Impact Assessment of the proposed construction of the 

Tooverberg Wind Energy Facility, and associated grid connection near Touws River in the Western 

Cape Province. Bloemfontein. 

 

CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTIONS 

NATIONAL 

PRESENTATION 

Butler, E., Botha-Brink, J., and F. Abdala. A new gorgonopsian from the uppermost Dicynodon 

Assemblage Zone, Karoo Basin of South Africa.18 the Biennial conference of the PSSA 

2014.Wits, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

  



INTERNATIONAL 

Attended the Society of Vertebrate Palaeontology 73th Conference in Los Angeles, America. 

October 2012. 

 

CONFERENCES: POSTER PRESENTATION 

NATIONAL 

Butler, E., and J. Botha-Brink. Cranial skeleton of Galesaurus planiceps, implications for biology and 

lifestyle. University of the Free State Seminar Day, Bloemfontein. South Africa. November 

2007. 

Butler, E., and J. Botha-Brink. Postcranial skeleton of Galesaurus planiceps, implications for biology 

and lifestyle.14th Conference of the PSSA, Matjesfontein, South Africa. September 2008: 

Butler, E., and J. Botha-Brink. The biology of the South African non-mammaliaform cynodont 

Galesaurus planiceps.15th Conference of the PSSA, Howick, South Africa. August 2008. 

 

INTERNATIONAL VISITS 

Natural History Museum, London      July 2008 

Paleontological Institute, Russian Academy of Science, Moscow   November 2014 
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PERSONAL INFORMATION Ilan Ryan Smeyatsky 
 

 

 44 Pentrich Road, Victory Park, Johannesburg, South Africa, 2195  

 011 782 4715     +27 83 562 7295  

 ​ismeyatsky@gmail.com  

“​Extremely passionate about Archaeology and protecting cultural heritage as well as seeking 
out ways to integrate technology with Archaeological practice. Computer enthusiast 
and outdoor person.” 

Sex​ ​Male| Date of birth​ ​27/09/1991​ ​| Nationality​ ​South African  
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

March 2018 - 
Present 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

March 2017 - 
March 2018 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2016 

Archaeologist at PGS Heritage 
▪ All responsibilities taken on during my internship at PGS Heritage continued and were expanded upon once I 

was hired as a full-time employee. 
▫  Additionally, skills gained during the internship were further honed through repeated application and 

supplementary learning. 
▪ Throughout 2018 I have been Project Manager on all of my projects, allowing me to learn first hand how to run 

a project from start to finish: From correctly dealing with clients and stakeholders; to the organisation and 
implementation of fieldwork; ending with the compilation of reports and providing informed recommendations 
that marries the application of heritage legislation and conservation with the necessity of urban and mining 
development. 

▪ International Projects and Marked Successes: 
▫ Sovereign Metal​​ – Heritage Impact Assessment for the Malingunde Graphite Project, Lilongwe, Malawi. 

● Massive two-week long survey conducted near Lilongwe, Malawi. Ran in conjunction with staff at the 
Lilongwe Museum. 
▫ Anglo American Platinum - ​​Heritage Impact Assessment for the Mogalakwena Waste Rock Dump, 

Mogalakwena, South Africa. 
● Five-day long survey in Wellington’s Domes (Mogalakwena) leading to the discovery of several 

hunter-gatherer rock art sites and a highly significant Iron Age rainmaking complex. The significance of the 
findings leading to the submission of a minority report, enabling the conservation and protection of Wellington’s
Domes and its possible declaration as a Provincial Heritage Site. We are currently working with Anglo 
American Platinum to develop a conservation management plan for the area. 

Archaeology Intern at PGS Heritage 
Responsibilities:​ ​Project management, GIS specialist (GIS analysis and map creation), stakeholder 
engagement, grave relocation supervision, desktop research, archival research, report writing, permit 
applications, collections management, artefact curation, database management, field surveying, site 
detection (graves, historical structures, archaeological structures and archaeological artefacts), site 
documentation, site destruction monitoring. 

▪ I have worked on 30+ Heritage Impact Assessment, site destruction monitoring and grave relocation projects 
with PGS Heritage. 

▪ I have experience in the identification, recording and mitigation of cultural remains from the southern African 
Stone Age, Iron Age and Colonial periods, much of which is applicable in international contexts. 

▪ I began running projects from January 2018. 

Excavation Supervisor 
Responsibilities:​ ​Supervision of two junior excavators, site detection, decision of excavation grid 
placement, excavation, sieving, sorting, soil sampling, field documentation. 

 ▪ Historical (farm site) excavation at Graaff-Reinet, Eastern Cape, South Africa (2 Weeks) 
▫ Completed dig 1 week ahead of schedule aided by my efficient direction, drive and support to the excavators 

under my supervision​. 

September 2013 
-  

September 2015 

Fieldwork/Excavator 
Responsibilities:​ ​Feature detection, excavation, sieving,  sorting, analysis, soil sampling, field 
documentation, ‘dumpy’ operation , Total Station operation, DGPS operation, rock art tracing and 
photography, engraving tracing and photography. 

Page​ 1​ / 3  



  Curriculum Vitae Ilan Ryan Smeyatsky  
 

South African excavations: 
▪ Early Stone Age excavation at ​Maropeng​​ ​World Heritage Site ​​in Gauteng (1 Week – August 2015) 
▪ Pig cadaver exhumation as part of forensic experiment near Pretoria, Gauteng (1 Week – December 2014) 

▫ Praised for having the determination of returning for each subsequent excavation day as it was performed on 
a purely volunteer basis and the work conditions were particularly strenuous - Dr. Coen Nienaber 

 
 

▪ Iron Age excavation at Komati Gorge, Mpumalanga (1 Week – August 2014) 
▫ Praised for being exceptionally “methodical and proficient” with my excavation techniques – Dr. Alex 

Schoeman 
▪ Rock art fieldwork at Komati Gorge, Mpumalanga (1 Week – August 2014) 
▪ Underwater archaeology site mapping Komati Gorge, Mpumalanga (1 Week – August 2014) 
▪ Early Stone Age excavation at ​Maropeng World Heritage Site ​​in Gauteng (2 Weeks - September 2013) 

▫ Personally uncovered some of the only stone tools (~1.8 million years old) found during that digging season. 
 

January 2014 -  
January 2015 

Lab/Research Assistant 
▪ Analysing and classifying lithic artefacts 
▪ Data capturing 
▪ Mentoring trainee research assistants 
 

January 2009 -  
December 2013 

Part-time electrician apprentice 
▪ Assisting in home electrical repair jobs 
 

 
GLOBAL SPEAKING 

ENGAGEMENTS 
 
Presentations 

 
▪ Toulouse, France: ​​Presentation at the Society of Africanist Archaeologists (SAfA 2016) conference 
▪ Oslo, Norway: ​​Presentation at the Computer Applications and Quantitative Methods in Archaeology (CAA 

2016) conference. 
▪ Siena, Italy: ​​Presentation at the Computer Applications and Quantitative Methods in Archaeology (CAA 

2015) conference. 
▪ Harare, Zimbabwe: ​​Presentation at the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists 

(ASAPA 2015) conference. 
▪ Johannesburg, South Africa: ​​Presentation at the ​20 Years of Franco-South African Cooperation in 

Archaeology​ Symposium 2015. 

 
PROFESSIONAL BODY 

MEMBERSHIPS 
 

May 2018 
 
 
 

June 2018 
 
 

June 2017 
 

▪ Golden Key International Honour Society: ​​Golden Key is the world's largest collegiate honor society. 
Membership into the Society is by invitation only and applies to the top 15% of college and university 
sophomores, juniors and seniors, as well as top-performing graduate students in all fields of study, based 
solely on their academic achievements.​ ​​ I was inducted into the Golden Key in early 2018 in recognition of 
my scholastic achievements for my Archaeology Masters Degree. 

▪ ASAPA (CRM): ​​Accepted as a member of the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists 
Cultural Resource Management Section. I was granted accreditation as ​Field Supervisor in Stone Age, 
Iron Age and Grave Relocation​​. 

▪ ASAPA: ​​Accepted as a member of the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists at the 
level of ​Professional Archaeologist​​. 

 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 
August 2016  – 

January 2017 
 

Semester of Archaeology Masters 
AWARD:​​ Received the 2016 AESOP+ full Masters scholarship to study at Uppsala University, 
Uppsala, Sweden – ​Scholarship to the value of ZAR 160,000 ≈ $11,000 

 Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden 
▪ Archaeological theory 
▪ GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 
▪ Invitational research 
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February 2015 – 
February 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 
February 2014 – 
November 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
February 2010 – 
November 2013 

MSc by Research (Archaeology)  
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa  
▪ Archaeology 
▪ Statistical analysis 
▪ GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 
▪ Thesis entitled: “Discerning and explaining shape variations in Later Stone Age tanged arrowheads, South 

Africa” 
 
BSc (Hons)  in Archaeology 
AWARDS: 
▪ Received the 2014 Center of Excellence in Palaeoscience award - ​Bursary to the value of ZAR 30000​​ ​​≈ 

$2500 
▪ Received the Post-Graduate Merit Award in 2015 for academic merit for my Honours academic results - 

Bursary to the value of ZAR 25000​​ ​​≈​ $1800 
 
 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
▪ 2:1 Qualification 
▪ Distinction​​ received for thesis entitled: “Stylistic variation in Later Stone Age tanged arrowheads: a pilot 

study using geometric morphometrics” 
 
 
BSc  Bachelors Degree 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
▪ 2:1 Qualification 

 
 
 

PERSONAL SKILLS 
 

Language 
Proficiency 

English – Native language 
Afrikaans – Basic (Written and spoken) 

 
Computer skills Proficient experience in: 

▪  ​Microsoft Office​™ tools 
▪ Statistical software packages such as ​R​, ​SPSS ​and ​MorphoJ 
▪ GIS (Geographic Information Systems) software packages such as ​ArcGIS​ and ​QGIS 
 

Communication 
skills 

Good communication skills gained through my fieldwork experiences, stakeholder engagements and working 
with my colleagues 

 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

References PGS Heritage 
 

● Henk Steyn – Managing Director  - ​henk@pgsheritage.co.za​ – 012 332 5305 
● Wouter Fourie – Managing Director – ​wouter@pgsheritage.co.za​ – 012 332 5305 
● http://www.pgsheritage.com/ 

 
University of the Witwatersrand 
 

● Karim Sadr – Professor of Later Stone Age Archaeology – ​karim.sadr@wits.ac.za​ – 011 717 6595 
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